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HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visiting people at Prachinburi
Province, October 1979.
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The Royal Initiated Projects : The Bhumibol Bridge,
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Foreword

To mark the auspicious occasion of the é0" birthday anniversary of HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, the €xecutive Vice - President of the Thai Red Cross
Society, on 2 April 2015 which coincides with the launch, Vejapah, donated
by HM the King reaching its 60 years of service, the Relief and Community
Health Bureau publishes a pictorial book entitled “60 Years of Vejapah and
The 60" Birthday Anniversary of The Executive Vice - President” to honour HRH
the Princess and to publicize the activities and achievement of the launch as
mobile floating clinic throughout the years. The idea of mobile floating clinic was
conceived by HM the King, the Patron of the Thai Red Cross Society, to meet
the health needs of riverside communities remote from land - based facilities.
HM the King privately sponsored the construction of a launch by the Bangkok
Dock Co, Ltd. and donated it to the Thai Red Cross Society on 19 January 1955
to be used as mobile floating clinic providing free service to remote and isolated
riverside communities. Subseguent events have vindicated HM the King’s foresight
as 60 years afterwards the launch still regularly plies the waterways discharging
its intended service.

This pictorial book is an expression of gratitude of HM the King’s loyal
subjects and the determination of this Bureau of the Thai Red Cross Society to follow in His

Majesty’s footsteps endeavouring to bring lasting peace and happiness to the nation.

The Relief and Community Health Bureau.
The Thai Red Cross Society
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Message from the Secretary General
of The Thai Red Cross Society

The year 1956 saw two special events for the Thai Red Cross Society.
Firstly, the Executive Vice - President HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn was born
on 2 April. €arlier on 19 January, HM King Bhumibol, the Patron, presided over
the ceremony of presentation of the royal sponsored launch, “Vejapah”, to the Thai
Red Cross Society to be used as a mobile floating clinic. It is with great pleasure and
pride to note that 60 years on the launch is still delivering modern and traditional
health service to needy communities along the banks of the rivers.

To mark The 60" anniversaries of both significant events, the Relief and
Community Health Bureau organized two special health delivering trips with the launch
during 2014-2015. The Bureau also published a pictorial book entitled “60 Years
of Vejapah and The 60" Birthday Anniversary of The Executive Vice - President”
to honour HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

In the name of the Thai Red Cross Society | would like to extend my thanks
to all concerned for their concerted effort and sincerely hope that readers will find,
in the pictorial book, the history and missions of the launch of interest. | am confident
that readers will also catch a glimpse of the extensive humanitarian activities of HRH
the Princess which have endeared her to the people.

Mr. Phan Wannamethee
Secretary General
of The Thai Red Cross Society

1 2 o o <
nihsunwndipdouiiFonsesneniu L']ﬂ!ll'.lMH



e LY
w.udnm'\'aihﬂ'tﬁn nApead
iy TAANA A

il




910

Al
60 Qe

A159NHOIUIYNIS
A1UNNIUUSSIMINNduazUszs Uty nin
#971N71%70 (e

Fo “wywnd” 1WuSensesngniuainwssuinauiianssiitegingdng
onaunetituanimMening Wl wa. veae toUfTRnuthsuwdindouiiussimnnd
wagdnvmeutanaih TnsldAnyadn Tuidulasemstuwsssnesndidoatunisunme
mseunTy uasnisansisugalussezusng sudunmsuanstvanuviasledenantdng
gounszosAvinuretyvnitugnusesufisfuvesusananiluadviu e liussenau
flogsuilvusiirdnaevanunsadatunssnvimenunals  uasfeddduasuiifeu
seiflosnauiviiagiu Tduti vo Tl e vees 1 Fudutuvnuseafiaudanssnm
FAUSWEANY AYIVUSUIINLIT 9NAQUUNIBNIHEILINISANINIYIA NG NSUATYNSE
YUNIY o WSTHY NNAITNUUSSIINIuazUsznundeiiing Avlddnvinmivde
aynnIW “oo U 1ew vt vo wesyn evdguuny Juieidunisiadumsaniosd
wasieidunisimeundnisufoivnureadensesiamiu “wewavd” Whiluiiussdny
Sewsesneudisnu  uazauvialuvovodnssvingn3s  Sunsuduiidndevesiag
U Ny

TunsufuReunnasedevenfuainusauoannvuseanuiiisades enfigu

' 19 [

dei3osufnany novwszsiewIvug @1dnwsesneln nsudvin ImaIN1eNAAnT

uazuirgnuniasy  Afeadesludwndafufuiviudug Wusdu Snvsevende
Ausaufiosaulaveudminndnineuussimnndy ieliinstiadnsagacalusui

NSENUYOYDUAUNUIENIUNAYITDY  LagYeBUIULI MU AGITNIIU
Usswnnds saunsiddruieadeswng inufduaszaitausanieuasla aunsuFiseu
d§agaruazsIusuaueun

waln wiguwngoruna via
gorurgnisaineIuussinnduasyssyrudewing

Message from the Director
of The Relief and Community Health Bureau
The Thai Red Cross Society

The launch, “Vejapah”, donated by HM the King to the Thai Red Cross Society
in 19585, that provides free health service to people along the waterways. It was among
the earliest royal initiated projects related to health care, reflecting His Majesty’s concern
over the urgent need of the people in those days. The launch provides ready access to
health care for the remote and needy riverside communities. It reached its 60 years
of service in the year 20156 which is also the 60" birthday anniversary of HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, the €xecutive Vice - President of the Thai Red Cross
Society. To commemorate these special occasions, and in recognition of the deep
concern over the public welfare by HM the King, the Relief and Community Health
Bureau publishes a pictorial book “60 Years of Vajapah and The 60" Birthday
Anniversary of The Executive Vice - President” to publicize the service provided by
the launch.

The success of the floating clinic depends very much on close collaboration
among many agencies such as the Royal Motorboat section of the Royal Conveyance
Division, Bureau of the Royal Household, the Marine Department, the Provincial Red
Cross Chapters and other local government agencies
as well as the wholehearted effort of the personnel
of The Relief and Community Health Bureau.

| ' want to express my sincere thanks and [y
deep appreciation for the great effort of those concerned
to make the mission always a success.

Lt. Gen.Dr. Amnat Barlee

Director of the Relief
and Community Health Bureau.
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. His Majesty the King made auspicious marking the Royal
Sponsered Launch “Vejapah” on 19 January 1955
at Vasukri Landing.
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Benevolence

On 19 January 19856 at Vasukri Landing HM King Bhumibol Adulyade;j,
the Patron of the Thai Red Cross Society, and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, the President
of the Thai Red Cross Society, presided over the presentation ceremony of the launch,
Vejapah, graciously sponsored by His Majesty to be used as a mobile floating clinic,
to The Thai Red Cross Society.
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Their Majesties the King and Queen visiting the launch
“Vejapah” on 20 September 1966 at Sam Chuk, Suphanburi.
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The Royal Sponsored Launch “Vejapah”

The mobile floating clinic providing free service.

In the former time people settled
along the banks of waterways as they provide
means of transportation. Roads were scarce or
unusable, unlike today. In the event of illness,
they had to rely upon their own resources
as hospitals were in towns and the outlying
districts had only small health centres.
Subsequently it was usually a long and difficult
journey to reach medical help.

The plight of these people did not
escape HM the King’s attention. His Majesty
privately commissioned Bangkok Dock Co, Ltd.
to build a launch to be used by the Thai Red
Cross as mobile floating clinic providing free
service to the isolated rural communities along

the banks of waterways. The launch was named
‘Vejapah’ and His Majesty presided over its presentation ceremony on 19 January
1955 at Vasukri Landing. It is kept under the care of the Royal Motorboat Section
of the Royal Conveyance Division, Bureau of the Royal Household which also
provides the crew.

The launch is a double decker wooden river boat, 3.81 m. wide, 15.96 m. long,
3.75 m. high, equipped with & - cylinder Perkins diesel engine providing 100 HP
with cruising speed up to 8 knots per hour. Its upper deck is an open space used
as sleeping quarters for medical personnel. The lower deck has an examination room
equipped for minor surgery and a dental room. It also contains sleeping quarters
for the crew, toilet facilities and an engine room. Along the walkway in front of the
examination room are cabinets for medicine and medical supplies. The walkway
also functions as the dispensary.
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The Relief Division (now the Relief and Community Health Bureau, Thai Red
Cross Society) used the launch as mobile floating clinic, in compliance with His
Majesty’s wish, bringing health care to the people along the banks of various rivers
of the central plain, namely the Chao Phraya, Tha Chin, Bang Pakong, Mae Klong and
Sakae Krang, during monsoon season (September to January). At first all services
were carried out on board. Later on as the number of patients increased, on board
services became cumbersome so most were relocated on to land at its docking point,
utilizing also facilities available at local schools or temples. The launch still served as
the dispensary and sleeping quarters for the crew.

The launch underwent many structural repairs and engine overhauls throughout
the years at the Royal Navy dockyard. In 1994 it was fitted with a new 4200 cc
diesel engine donated by Toyota Motor Thailand through HM the King while all fitting
expenses at the Marine Police dockyard were absorbed by Patanayont Chonburi Co, Ltd.
Today the launch is fully operational and it is an affirmation of HM The King’s interest
in the welfare of the isolated riverside communities.
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A Photo Gallery of The Past Activities
of The Mobile Floating Clinic “Vejapah”.
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“The ceremony to send off “Vejapah”
on 6 December 1971 at Vasukri Landing.
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HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
the Executive Vice-President and
the activities associated with

The Relief and Community Health Bureau.
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HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visiting Red Cross health station 1 at Surin Province, October 1979
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HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn at Bankeang camp for refugees at Prachinburi Province, October 1979
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Activities of the Mobile Floating Clinic “Vejapah”

+ WSduFewszsnsniugwin
The ceremony to send off the “Vejapah” on a mission

+ awnzilou Fnusead
Registration and History Taking

+ nsrasnunlsaialy
General Medical Service

+ Snwnlaeisnnsiady
Acupuncture Service

+ USNISAIUNUANSSY
Dental Service

+ n153198
Dispensation of Drugs

+ veuynvevydyaninivialnsunigeeny =
Jinns wazireslenia .
Distributing of Gift Sets to the Elderly,
the Disabled and the Disadvantages

+ fanssugednen Uszerdunus wazingsanns
Activities on Health, Public Relations and Exhibitions

+ wouwszanwndnual uazdurandyussindnunnde uazlsueu
Distribution the Royal Portraits and Cabinets
of Household Medicines to Temples and Schools



+ ASauSowszsamIuIwIvid . 121803
The ceremony to send off the “Vejapah” on a mission at Vasukri Landing
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Registration and History Taking

-

1 2 o o <
nihsunwndipdouiiFonsesneniu L']ﬂ!ll".lMM



+ ns1a¥nunlsarialy
General Medical Service
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Acupuncture Service

o @i
i mﬂaaunnawrl

| 2 o o <
nihsunwndipdouiiFonsesneniu L']ﬂunuu

oy HLL



' = P <
nigunndindoudiSonszsneniu nﬂzu'mu

u.u*:ﬂa:umﬂ'mﬁ'mﬁ';
TENUS Tt
{arnaaeing



+ USNISAIUNUANSSU
Dental Service
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Dispensation of Drugs
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Activities on Health, Public Relations and €xhibitions
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Distribution the Royal Portraits and Cabinets of Household Medicines to Temples and Schools
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60 years of Vejapah and the 60"
Birthday Anniversary of the Executive
Vice - President.
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Ratchaburi’s activities
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Samut Prakarn’s activities

' = P <
nigunndindoudiSonszsneniu l'Jﬂ!ll'lMM






uNUNLaRNNUNNISeanUHUANIU
Younguwndindoud
1Sowszs1gnIugwinl

Map of the Mobile Floating Clinic
“Vejapah" operated areas
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o7 The total numbers of patients between 19565 - 2015 : 335,315 cases
(General medical service, Acupuncture, Dental Service)

g7 The total numbers of pupils receiving health education between 1998 - 2015 : 28,858 cases

896 cases
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A Short note from The Royal Motorboat Section

Our section provides a crew of 7 persons whenever the launch, “Vejapah”,
is out providing health service to people along the waterways. We have always
worked closely with health personnel from the Relief and Community Health Bureau
which has led to mutual affection and respect. We are always impressed by the way
people and school children greet the launch, always with happiness and reverence.
Some even kneel to pay homage to the King’s portrait on board. The next trip is always
eagerly anticipated by the locals. The launch has been in service since 1955 and
we are happy to be part of its story and look forward to serving with the health personnel,
more people in the future.

. Mr.Phan Tapaboot Marine €ngineer

1
2. Mr.Wattana Tapaboot Navigation Officer
3. Mr.Pasapol Mansak Navigation Officer
4. Mr.Boonsom Maiket Navigation Officer
5. Mr.Manas Toethong Navigation Officer
6. Mr.Sompop Phukhung Navigation Officer
7. Mr.Natthapol Sriyuak Navigation Officer
8. Mr.Soomboon Sukchum Mariner
9. Mr.Chaiwat Sukprasert Mariner
10. Mr.Songyot Loetngim Mariner
11. Mr.Danai Ladpala Mariner
12. Mr.Boonchob Sukprasert Mariner
13. Mr.Sakchai Luecha Mariner
14. Mr.Sumet Sriwarom Mariner

18. Mr.Bunchay Lamphawes Mountaineers

16. Mr.Somchai Chuanjai Mountaineers
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Vejapah : The launch that inspires loyalty.

The Red Cross Chapter of Ratchaburi province led by the president together
with the executive committee and members invited the local government agencies and
all private enterprises to participate in providing basic essentials to the disadvantaged
particularly the women and children as part of the project, the loyal town of
Ratchaburi, to honour HM the King and to support the launch on its tour of
duty in the province. On the opening day thousands of happy people turned up to
participate in the event. The launch served the riverside communities for & days
in November 2014 bringing much needed health care to a lot of people. The launch
is a testimony to HM the King’s concern over the welfare of his subjects and it inspires
loyalty that will remain forever in our hearts.

Phatcharaporn Sawangsak
President of Provincial Red Cross Chapter of Ratchaburi

1 2 oo <
nihsunwngdipdouiiFonsesneniu L']ﬂm‘mu



' = P <
nigunndindoudiSonszsneniu l'Jﬂ!ll'lMM



e ﬁf§ %jb R

“LIFWINL” 1SOUVNAIILASNSI

Fowssnanu “wewivd” 1Wudefindretulsanenunandoui feentv
nnsdnvaudrnduiuilanitn Tasawglunaifingnnsy Senadiudewunnd
fusodviay  wasddewfulielneiluazainlunisiiunielulsewenuia  uside
wsssemu “newavd” diausunng weauia untnnsesaasnunlidugnatiuded

!
=

Fadannsnsadnunlsavily msdnwidemsitady sauteduifunnssy Sadulena
Sufiiannisnadwminlddameenvitnuduanzunmg woruna anndtinenuussmng
wazUszunsleRving aninienalng Aldvumussnig wselalunisvinnuiienns§nun
U vinliadudnteidunuvedielunisinulusuvdsuienianniensn Tunsgua
¥120u wanilennuuRestfgUUIBn annenning ulnsnaendinnisineu

YoNAAU

UINOIAUT WAITEY

U
UIYNVAINIYIA TNWIAATEUS

9

Vejapah : The launch of devotion

The royal sponsored launch is like a mobile hospital bringing health care
to the people along the river especially during monsoon season when flooding makes
travelling very difficult. The services offered are varied, such as general examination
and treatment, acupuncture, dental care and many more. It is a good opportunity
for us at the Red Cross Chapter to collaborate with the personnel of the Relief
and Community Health Bureau and to be a part of the wholehearted effort to serve
the people. Their work attitude resonates with my own which | always hold dearly
in serving the Executive Vice-President of the Thai Red Cross.

Angkana Puthiwinyoo
President of Provincial Red Cross Chapter of Saraburi
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The King who serves the people

Since his accession to the throne, HM the King has done much to improve
the access to appropriate health care for people in remote areas. He initiated many
projects some of which required his own funds to get off the ground. The donation
of the royal sponsored launch “Vejapah” 60 years ago to the Thai Red Cross
Society is an example. In those days the district of Phra Pradaeng was not as well
developed as it is today and it was served, in the intervening years, 4 times by
the launch. We at the district health office of Phra Pradaeng feel greatly honoured to
have assisted its missions. To the people of Phra Pradaeng the launch represents the
concern for their welfare by the King who is held in highest affection and reverence.
His Majesty has remained true to the solemn promise he made to himself as a young man,
while on a short visit to the country from Switzerland and hearing someone in the
crowd calling out loud to him not to desert the people, that he would never desert
the people as long as they did not desert him.

Mr. Jadet Pattavee
Chief District Health Officer, in the name of all
district health personnel of Phra Pradaeng, Samut Prakran
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Postscript

An interview with Mr. Phan Wannametee, Secretary General of the Thai Red

Cross Society 1991 - present.

Q. :

Tell us your impression of the demeanor and work habits of Her Royal
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

Her Royal Highness is a scholar with comprehensive knowledge in many
diverse subjects. She is an avid reader with very good retentive memory.
With of her extensive first - hand knowledge and experience in numerous
fields she still exhibits humility, grace and simplicity that put everyone at ease.
She has many different public duties which she performs untiringly everyday.
It is very inspiring to observe how she manages her time so efficiently.

Please say a few words about the launch “Vejapah”.

The launch Vejapah has fulfilled its role stipulated by His Majesty the King
60 years ago. Even today with much improved access to health care facilities
there is still a need for its service. The launch is a symbolic representation
of His Majesty’s concern for the wellbeing of the people.

How do globalization and the AEC affect the Thai Red Cross Society ?
Globalization creates rapid changes in economic, political and social
circumstances. It comes with advance in information and communication
technology and spread of knowledge. The Thai Red Cross sees globalization
and the coming of AEC as opportunities to strengthen further the ongoing
process of capacity - building in its four areas of competence, namely health care,
blood transfusion service, disaster preparedness and response, and promotion
of the quality of life. Under Her Royal Highness the Princess’s watchful
guidance and in keeping with the spirit of the fundamental principles
of the Red Cross movement, we believe that the development will enable us
to carry out our tasks in the most effective and relevant manner for the benefit
of the underprivileged regardless of their backgrounds.
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Q. :

What message would you like to convey to the personnel and volunteers
of the Red Cross ?

We must be conscious at all time that we are a part of a highly regarded
humanitarian organization, the Red Cross. We should see our tasks
through to the best possible end with the best of our knowledge
and ability as they will affect directly or indirectly the plight of the needy
and the disadvantaged. The wellbeing of these people must always be
uppermost in our mimds.

Dr.Varangkana Tongkhamsai, MD.
Miss Darin Hasshoo
Interviewers
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